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CASSANDRA 1 CATO.

(Coxcluded froin oir lafl.)

HE king of Great.Britain, though our
king, will ever join the parliament againt
us, as often as a contention happens. The
pailiament are his tools; and their illegal
claims are only a fpecious covering for his
endeavours after arbitrary power in the firft place; and
in the fecond place, his crown, his dignity and his fup-
port, depends entirely upon their grants, and not upon
ours. He will therefore take part with them on every
occafion. On the contrary, his 1eprefentatives are not
fo dependent on usas to oblige them to take part witn
us. Thisis not all ; for in every province, where they
had the power, they not only rcfuted to concur 1in our
meafures, but alfo prevented usfrom making ule ot our
reprefentatives, that we might not have the thadow ora
jegiflature to {fupport us. And even in thole provinces
chrc his power has not extended fo far, he has con-
ftantly gone as far as he could. Tl\_ls 15 not all yet;
jor in many they have corrupted the ignorant and illi-
terate by bribes, fet up the royal ftandard againft us, and
obliged'us to fight under every uiiadvantage. s it
not to, Cato?

There is, therefore, a capital defeét in our chartered
dpttitutions---A defeét which makcs an eflenti-t diite-
rence between the prefent flate of our liberties, and that
fecured to énglithmen by T1acya CHARTA.---4 de.-
fe which, it not effetusily removed will ablige us
ever to hold our liberties at tae point of our fworus or
by that mofl trecarizus of all tenutes, avill and pleaiure.
The immortal barons weve tov wife to be duped by iair
promifes. ‘[ hey drew their fwords, determined to ov-
tain abiolute fecurity ;5 and they d«d obtain it. ! hey
ovtained by Magna Charta the conititutional right of-
levying war againft the king as otten as he fhouwd at-
tempt to intringe upon the liberties of the people.
Were our governors the cheice of the people, and de-

endent on them for their falaries we wouid, in the
prefent cafe, be able to make a conftitutionai refiltance
te oppreflion j to oppofe conftitution to conftituiion.
But this not being the cate, the parliament has pizinly
the advantage. 1t is neceflary; therciore to our fecu-
rity, to have our governors as much dependent on the

e.of- Ametica_os_the king is on thoie ot Great-

Your firft argiment in fupport &-f your creed is, that
“ agriculture and commerce have hitherto beert the
happy employmerits by which ttej': miadle celonies have
rifen into wealth anl importanct.” By them the tace of
the country bas been thanged from a barren wildernels
into the hofpitable abedes of pehce and plepty.”™ 1§ for-
bear to point out your conftant end.avourt to feparate
the interelt of the miidd.c colonies from the reft ; as it the
wealth of the whole arofe n:t from the fame fources
or, as if your defc.iption of one or two would not an-
fwer for all. I aifo forbear td inention the tare of your
party to have your letters, though addrefled to the
R/eluple of tennlylvania, reprintes in MNew-York and

aryland papers. When you have gone through the
‘demonfiration  now we can nave eifectual fecuiity to
our liberties under fo deft &ive conititutions, then, and
not till then, I fhail cali upon you tu prove dhat agricul-
ture and comuncrce woud detay, it tne whoie world
were our niarket inftead ot the ! ntith iftands, and a few
foreign ports to which we are mott graci3ully perivitted
t6 export « few articles. + wiil aifo cali 6n you to con-
vince us, that a fevere teitraint on our trade.ip many in-
ftances, and in foue a tstas probitit.on tends to garich us.
And lere it may not ve amit$ to thew how poor the

_Bodanders have srown, fince they became indzpendent,

and were obiiged to tupport all the expences the Lom-

mon dan his mentioned  But Cato has given un om-

mon proots of his attachment to trade, by declaring

that he will arm againt us as foon as we form any ali-

a.ce with juch poavers as are able and avilling to draw F
the freije feets from slocking up our ports. Qut ports are

now effectudlly fhut by the fleets ot Great Britain ; and

thereis a totai stop put tu our exports. We havenot yet

afleet whi h can open thém. o ur grain is (poiling, and-
the powers of kurope longing for an opportuaity of
taking it off our hands: All this can he reibovzd by

the alliance propofed. But Catd fees th s wouid eter-

naily fruifiate the defigns of his party : He has there-

fore laboured, by every artifice of cunning, to prevent

our ta*ing any itep ot the kind  He hojivs tlie country.,
will by this means be brought to fubmity and he will

triumph in our foliy. But where is the real danger to

our liberties, Cato, in accepting the afiitance of a
neighbouting fleet, until we have tiine td fit out one tor.
the purpoit ? Were we to do this, would not agriculture
and commerce flourifh as uluai ?

Britain, before our conftitutions can be or any fervice to
us againft Britith encroachments j ory ‘thit when our

overnors refufe their concuirence, our rx-px':{?nmtives
fhall have the privilege of fetting themi aiiuc; aid adting
legitlatively without them. This is a cluie as eflentiai
to the fecurity of the rights of Amarica. a3 thé claufe
which grants to the people of Great Britain the right of
_declaring war againft the king, whien he atiempts to
difturb their privileges. Will Cato ftand it out tili this
is obtained ?

But as the conteft is betwesn us and the pariiament,
we ought now to enquire how we can be fecured againit
parliamentary encroachments. 7 he conititution Jf
Great-Britain is fuch, that what this parilam=nt does
the next can undo, And it i- impofiibie for one par.
liament to pafs a bill, which will not be liabieto a re-
peal by any tuture one, without deitroying tive-wery -
fence of its cwa cenfiitation.  ls there any remecy againft
this defet, Cato ?  Let us fee the canlrncisnal dependent
principles, if you are a friend to liberty, which wili give
abfolute and permanent fecurity to our liberties, and not
leave us at the mercy of our enemy; and then we will
talk further on the fubjet. We have gone too far ; and
have too much fenfe te reft our future fafety on the pro-

- bability ot her letting us alone for the future.

.. Our conftitutional connexion with Great-Britain is

*the very plea alleged by Great- Britain for her attempts
0 enllavé us,.  INOW IT_
datien of -her claims, if
de lared us rebels, which fhe could not, unieis fhe fup-
pofed we violated the conftitution by our refitance ;
and if it was not in our power to maKc effectual oppo-
fition in ftri€t conformity to the conftitutions fhe gave
us, why is Cato fo fond of reconciling on thefe principles
and on no others? 7T'his looks not l:ie honefty. Cato.
If you love America, and your attachment to the caufe
isreal, ANSWER TO THESE THiNGS. A loverof truth
and liberty will be afraid of no queries whatever.. You
tay you have viewed the ground -on which you ftand,
and"are not afraid to tread it in the fight of the moft
vigilant fon of liberty. Here it is, come forth then,
here 1 wifh to find you. But I befeech you examine it
thoroughly firft, explore its hidden receffes; for I am

~well affured it contains a fecret mine, which, if once

fprung, will either blow up you and your party, or our -

liberties. /

_This continent kas had a tweive years conftant expe-
rience, that the conftitution of the colonies could not
proteét them from Britith oppreffion. Can you deny it
Cato? However it be againit your prefent dcligns, yer

___this_you mufi acknowledge, Can you tell the firft day &
committee exifted .on this continent ? Did not that day
tell the world we had no conftitution that could with-
ftand Britifh oppreffion ? Can you remember the time
our affemblies were firft diffolved, for attempting to cor-
refpond with one another, on the fubjet of our griev-
sances ? Did not that time convince even Cato himlelf,
that our conftitutions were not equal to the tafk of pro-
teing themfelves? Do you recolleét the bour our
aworthy governor refufed to call our affembly, to confult

§on Sys and means to preferve our libc;ties } _bid nqvf;. .
our-inform-you.-that- the cbartered conflitution OF

i mud.dwo" ) . ‘Now if after g'o
eir defets, we fhould ftill -
dations obelatp;

- Pennfylvania cg
long, and o fevere atriak of-

. -take up witb ‘thgm_on the recommencat 0 \
might not’ the world, .particularly that part.of it which

ﬁ\i&g for us?
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~ ¢t That much of our form=r Telicily Wisowing to the

fleets, without looking :
ance ” Well faid, Catal. Here we agree for once® i
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£6 any nation on earth for afif”

But now, that we are on g60d terms with each other,
lef me afk you, in a friendiy manner, how we are to be-
come matters of this fine i{ect? Tioes 'ato propofe. to
infift Gpon it as a term of confitutional reconciiiation with
the AMBagdaBors, that we fhouid be allowed to build
fuch a fizet }-Or does lie conceive, that when wg are ar-
rived at juft twenty-one years of age,.and about to com- ~
mence houfe-keepers, our dear mothur country will
make us » prelent of fuch a fleet to fet up with ? 1 con-
fefs myfeir greatly incredulous of eitiier! If «'ato can
clear up my doubts on thele jmportant heads [ will be
inuch obliged to hom:, =

It hus peen afferted, fays Cato, ¢ that we are able,
with our land-forces,” to defend ourfelves againit the
whole world—that if commerce be an advantage we
may command what foreign alliaace we picafe--that
the moment we declare ourfelves 1n ind=vendent people,
there are nations ready to face the | ritifa thunder, and
become carriers of our covmmodities to enrich them-
felves: And if this were not the cafe. e can foon build
navies to force and protet’a trade, &c.”  Of this Cato
bere intimates his fufpicion, becault, fays he, it is not
fully proved. Caffandra will prove the firft affertion
from unqueftionable authority ; for Cato i his fourth
letter fays, ¢ i will even go beyond him in exprefling
my good opinion 6f our fitustion. He thinks foreign
afliftance neceffary to us; 1 think otherwife, Weare
able to datend our own right and to, fruftrate the at-
tempt of any nation upon earth, to govern us by force.™
Caflandra hopes, 1n a fhort time, to prove every affer-
tior of Common Senfe from the fame authority ; he wifhes
every pofition of Cato was equally confitent with Com-
mon Senfe. ey

“P.S. Asthe Common Man has calléd us to a fair dif,
cuffion of the point, we once for all requeit every pﬁﬁtéi" ’
on the continent, who publifhes Cato’sdetters, to publifh
our replies, and particularly Mr. Sower, of German-
town, that the fuhje€t may not only have a full difcul~"

fion, but a fair hearing.
. CASSANDRA,

Tothe PEOPLE ¢f PENNSYLFANIA.
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proteétion of 1'ngland. is notto be dented 5 and thatwe -

migint il derive greac advaitages trom " br protection
and friendihip, if #st waired at 1co bigh a price, is equaty
certain :* fays © ato. 1 couid pdrdon 2 few Hraclith
murmurings, and hankerings for the onions of Egypt;
but, to be incefldntly called b.ck to what we enjoyed
while Jofeph lived, wien behold a Phara.b noww reans”
who kiew him not, is infuit not to be endured.  Cato
cannot pretend ignorance of the price of the friendfh p
he fo ftrongly urges us to court, if he does, he is cer-
tainly a very dangerous guide for the good people to
whom his ietters are addrefled. Caffandra atitvins the
price is no lefs than an abjolute Jarrender of all our rights,
liberties and propertyy and theie once given up, he
would gladly be informed what more is left for any
power toinvade? 1l animals, wnder abfilute dzmination,
are nurfed only to be fleeced; however problematical may
be the quettion of xurfizg the rolonies, we have had the
Sfieecing demonftrated with a vengeance, Cato adds,
st If the prefent differences can be accommotlated, there
is fearce a probabiiity that fhe will ever renew the late
Jatal (3flem of paiicy, or attempt to empley force agairflus.”
‘Tworealons induce me to think the mode of attack would
indeed be altered : Vor, ovitinate as the suthor of our
onpreflions is, he capnot longer flatter_himfelf ot our
falling an cafy prey to his force, it now inceffantly con-

J N -the conclufion of my laft letter, Tchirged the au-

thor of Lommon :enfe with perverting the scripture
in his account of the origin of the Few:i/h monarchy. 1
proceed to offer fome remarks in fupport of that
charge.

« Monarchy,” fays he (mearing probably the infti-
tution of monarchy) ¢ is ranked in -cripture as one of
the fins of the Jews, for whi.h a curle in referve is de-
nounced againit them. 1 he hiftory of that tranfa&ion"
(either the tranfaétion of monarchy, or the tranfaction
of denouncing a curfe in referve) ¢ is worth attending
to.” :

This confufed propofition he endeavours to eftablifh,
by a commentary (upon 1 Samuel, ch.8.) full as far-
fetched and ridiculous as he will probably fay thine is
upon the propiecy of Mount Seir. But this matter muft
be treated more jerioufly, for the fake of 1 country, in
which (God be thanked) the Scriptures are read and

tion from Heaven ; I muft therefore endeavour to refcut,
out of our author's hands, thac portion of the ficred
hiftory, which he has cenverted into 2 libel againft the
civil conititution of Great-Britain; and fhew in what
fente the paffage has been univerfally received, as well
by the Jews tliemlelves, as by commentators verierable
for their piety and learning, in every Chriftian

mency-wenld _then certainly dilpofe him{ _country. . o .
moff” gracioufly, to entlave: us by his- experienced muc T lieJewswere-long-privileged=-With-a-peculiarform ..
off_gracio cailed a Theocracy; under which the ~ °

more tucceistul method of intrigus, But as Cato allows
it is not altogetber improbable that this force may be
employed againft us in fome future day; Caffandra
would gladly be informed by what means we can be fe-
cured from fhat jcrce, when by the treuty of protection
we are cut off from the right of tftablithing a force of
our own. . » :
Confcious that this poor contrivance is prodigious
fale, @ thoufand times repeated, and as aften. refuted by
moft ftubborn arguments, founded on twelve years in-
variable procedure, and really defpaising to hold the
people long in expectation ot © former protelion,” or any
more than a mere delufive change of the mode of at.
tack, and that change as ill difguifed as any that kave
preceded it: Cato adds,as if all .were one conneted
" propofition ; if they wil: not make up on conftitutienal
p'rinciﬁlcs, ¢ we have arms in our hands, and virtue
enough to ule them.”. As to corruption, Cato would
have us believe there is hardly 2 man on the continent
in danger from that quarter. Would to God we had
adundant evidence of this univerfal integrity § Refpe&-
ing the arms. Cato, with much devotion ! praile the
Direétor of human affairs that“we have them in our
hands ; and | pray.and confide in his over-1uling pro-
vidence, that weunay shere keep them tili our rights are
placed on a firmer foundation than the mere grace of the
canniver at the deftruétion of millions on one fide of the
- globe, and contriver of the devaftations,now daily com-
mitting on the other.- Well mi ht Cato teli us of .our
arms ; for he clearly forefaw that no wife man could
conceive himfelf

ples without boiding them in s hands contind
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thoughit neceflary.to feparatt; trom with:out'author..“But §amael proceeds farthér to'reas 'f

-of -government,
t Almighty either ftirred up fome perfon, by an imme-
diate fienification of his will, to be their judge;: or,
.when there was none, ruled their proceedings himfelf,
by Urim and Tbummim, direting what courfe they avers
0 Jollow in the public conternt of tbe nation.”” ® But they
were of an ungovernable teniper, fond of pomp as well
as dominion over théit nitighbours ; and, being difgufled - .
with the mifconduct of Samuel’s fons, whom, in his old
age, he had appointed his aflitant-judges over 1frael, -
they came to him, and intreated him to appoint a king, ° .
who might tule their nation, whd avenge them of the - ..
Philiftiness Samuel, deeply-afflited at the impious de- .
fign they entertained of rejetting the divine govern< . !
ment, prays to the ATmighty for directions who autho-
rizes him to bearken to ¥beir woice ; for they bave nat rez ” :
yjeled thee, but sbey bawr reje@ed me (fays God) that T
~fbonld mot reign ower them. Heallo inftru&ts Samuel'to . O
enter a folemn proteft againft them for their folly and
i ovcrna St

0% ey e

ingratitude, in preferring'a buman to 2 divine

" ment; and to fBeaw them theMazner of the king 't at fba!

reign over them, fince they defired a kirg 1o judge them
like ali the nationss - - - : B b D
Now, all the nations, which they knew, wereruled -

by kings whofe ArBITRARY wil! ftood in the place of
LAw ; and it appears alfo that the Jews,.fince the day i
that they were brought out of Egypt, had fill retained -~

" a particular hankering afteg the cuftoins of that country.

'
‘i'he Almighty, tlierefore;:by his ptophet, not only figs - =
nifics his d%fplca(ure quin{} ail [ucg:'arb_itrary rulers, bug. . ';
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- regarded with that reverence which is due to a reveld- il
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